
As we reflect on another remarkable year, we continue to be grateful for your support and the  
collective impact we had on the lives of patients, their families and the Rush community.
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In 2024, The Woman’s Board of Rush University Medical Center continued to support Rush as it 
navigated a constantly evolving health care landscape. Here are just a few of the areas in which you 
have helped us provide transformational support: The Woman’s Board of Rush University Medical Center 

The Woman’s Board of  
Rush University Medical Center
2024 IMPACT REPORT

Research and Innovation: The Woman’s Board fulfilled its $500,000 pledge to The Woman’s Board Endowed Fund for Research and Clinical Trials 
at Rush. The fund supports all areas of Rush University Medical Center’s groundbreaking research, health care solutions and the expansion of education, 
professional development and community outreach.

Additionally, more than 40 grants were awarded to departments across Rush. Just a few are highlighted below. 

Community Outreach: A total of 19% of our annual budget supported outreach programs. This funding provided medications and clinical supplies 
for more than 10,000 patient interactions by Rush students, full physicals for 86 children who had never been vaccinated or seen a physician, 500 backpacks 
filled with school supplies, and Lunch-and-Learn sessions for high school students covering health, nutrition and college readiness.

“�Community service is an integral part of the culture of Rush — it is who we are and what we do. Through the Rush Community Service 
Initiatives Program, we empower our students, faculty, residents, fellows and staff to make a meaningful impact. The Woman’s Board’s 
unwavering support helps expand our reach and fulfill our mission to improve health and strengthen community ties.”

Sharon Gates, DSW, senior director, Office of Student Diversity and Community Engagement

Mental Health: A total of 21% of our budget was allocated to mental health programs, including the Grand Rounds Program, the Road Home Program 
and Rush Day School. Through Grand Rounds, 13 speakers delivered continuing education to physicians in Rush’s Department of Psychiatry.

We supported Socrates 2.0, an innovative multi-AI tool that reduced post-traumatic stress disorder, depression and anxiety symptoms and boosted 
engagement with the Road Home Program’s art therapy services. We also provided 300 welcome bags to new participants.

Rush Day School, which serves children with autism and emotional disabilities, employs 22 full-time faculty and therapists for 33 students. Curricula 
addressing social-emotional learning and skills in attention, self-awareness and emotional regulation received 71% of the program’s total support.

“�Thanks to The Woman’s Board’s generous support, we’re able to host the Grand Rounds series — a vital platform for learning, innovation 
and collaboration in mental health care. These sessions keep our clinicians informed, spark new ideas and directly enhance patient care. 
Participant feedback confirms the impact: improved knowledge, stronger patient outcomes and appreciation for the high-quality speakers.” 

Sheila M. Dowd, PhD, chief of psychology, Department of Psychiatry, and Neha Gupta, MD, division chief, Integrated Behavioral Health

Patient Care: A total of 48% of our budget supported patient care initiatives. We funded five pediatricians who provided care for 200 children in  
the KidsSHIP program during the first three months of the 2024 academic year.

In its first nine months, the Rush Center for Breastfeeding and Lactation Medicine served 200 patients.

A total of 80 new ambulatory nurses participated in a 10-week transition-to-practice program, standardizing education and improving care across 
ambulatory settings.

We supported the launch of CancerIQ, an EPIC-based tool that flags high-risk patients in Oncology and Endocrinology. The tool is expected to increase 
timely interventions from 13% to 60% across thousands of patients.

“�The Department of Pediatrics is deeply grateful to The Woman’s Board for supporting our programs and the care we provide. Their 
thoughtful grant funding helps strengthen faculty research and novel ideas. From shelter work to NICU and PICU simulation, sports 
medicine and more, their partnership helps us live Rush’s mission of outstanding care, education and research.”  

Jean Silvestri, MD, The Woman’s Board Chair of Pediatrics



A Year of Achievements 
In 2024, The Woman’s Board of Rush University Medical Center and our supporters 

brought important goals to life. None of it would have been possible without  

your generosity. We fulfilled our ambitious $500,000 pledge and established  

The Woman’s Board Endowed Fund for Research and Clinical Trials at Rush, 

creating a permanent legacy to fuel advancements in care. This fund will continue 

to grow, furthering innovations from early-stage research to advanced clinical  

trials. We funded more than 40 grants across Rush, empowering clinicians and 

researchers to launch new projects that improve patient care. These grants 

supported many departments at Rush and programs in the surrounding 

communities. Each grant is an investment in better health for the people Rush 

serves. We appreciate our longstanding partnership and know that your support 

will help maintain the longevity of these programs.

Looking Ahead

Our upcoming Fall Benefit, Une Soirée d’Automne, will be held at Artifact Events  

on Friday, September 19. I hope you will join us for an unforgettable experience 

featuring French cabaret performances, Monte Carlo-style gaming and cuisine and 

libations inspired by the spirit of Paris in the fall. This event is not just a night that’s 

on the calendar, but a movement of impact, elegance and community power. 

This year’s accomplishments remind us of our ability to work alongside Rush to 

help provide the best quality and equity in health care. While we take a moment  

to celebrate these achievements, our focus remains on what’s ahead. With your 

continued support, we’re ready to meet new challenges as they arise. Thank you for 

partnering with us. Together, we are creating a healthier, more vibrant future for all.

Kate Peterson 
President 
The Woman’s Board of Rush University Medical Center
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“�Time and again, The Woman’s 

Board is always first in line to help. 

Their unwavering commitment to 

Rush drives advancement across 

our classrooms, laboratories, and 

exam and operating rooms, and in 

our communities. We are steadfast 

in our commitment to our mission 

— to improve the health of the 

individuals and diverse communities 

we serve through the integration 

of outstanding patient care, 

education, research, and community 

partnerships. Thank you all for 

continuing to stand by our side. 

Together, we are creating a healthier, 

more vibrant future for all.” 

Dr. Omar Lateef 
President and CEO of Rush University System  
for Health and Rush University Medical Center
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All donors listed gave between January 1, 2024, through December 31, 2024.


