Research and Innovation

In 2025, The Woman's Board proudly fulfilled its $500,000
commitment to The Woman'’s Board Endowed Fund for Research
and Clinical Trials at Rush, a transformative investment toward
Rush’s innovative scientific research and advances in patient-
centered care for all.

“The Woman'’s Board’s extraordinary generosity is accelerating
discovery and expanding what is possible for our patients. Through
their support of research and clinical trials, they are fueling bold
early-stage innovation, advancing new treatments and helping
prepare the next generation of research leaders. Their commitment
ensures that research-driven innovations are translated into patient
care — delivering hope and healing today and for years to come.”

Julie Anne Hoff, PhD, MPH, RN, FAAN, provost and senior vice president,
Rush University

Additionally, we awarded 35 grants, strengthening our mission
by investing in education, professional development and
community outreach programs at Rush University Medical
Center. A few of these investments are highlighted below.

Patient Care

57% of our annual budget was allocated to patient care across Rush.

« We expanded access for vulnerable children by supporting
5 pediatricians, 10 homeless shelters as part of our Kids Shelter
Health Improvement Project (KidsSHIP), and developmental
screenings at the CARE Clinic—bypassing up to 2-year waitlists

o Reduced barriers and readmissions by funding 40
transportation rides per month and preventing 37+ hospital
readmissions

e Supported breast cancer survivors by providing specialized
post-mastectomy fittings and enabled 12 survivors to receive
restorative tattooing as part of their reconstructive journey

“RUSH MD Anderson Cancer Center is grateful to The Woman’s
Board for its long-standing commitment, which drives breakthrough
discoveries and expands vital programs that support our patients.
Their partnership makes it possible for us to advance the vision
of the cancer center and deliver some of the highest-quality
academic cancer care in the region.”

Amina Ahmed, MD, director of RUSH MD Anderson Cancer Center and
The Sheba Foundation Director of the Rush Cancer Program
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Community Outreach

19% of our annual budget was invested in community outreach
across Rush.

o We supported 250+ children with school physicals and
supplies

o Improved food access for 2,200+ households through
the Healthy Student Market

o Expanded youth healthcare access through Rush’s 5
School-Based Health Centers and the Adolescent Family
Center, which completed 6,200+ visits

“Thanks to The Woman'’s Board’s investment, we are transforming
the lives of young people. As a result of disruptions caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic, literacy scores at Chicago Public Schools
have dropped significantly. Through funding from The Woman’s
Board, we've been able to transport students to Rush — exposing
them to higher-level academics and learning. This has led to
measurable improvements in students’ understanding, putting
them on a trajectory toward success.”

Sharon Gates, DSW, senior director, Student Diversity and Community
Engagement, and the Catharine and R. Winfield Ellis - Philip N. Jones, MD,
Professor of University Affairs

Mental Health

18% of our annual budget was allocated toward mental health
across Rush.

o We advanced clinical education with 20+ Grand Rounds
speakers for the Psychiatry faculty and staff

o« Empowered families and educators through the RNBC
Executive Function series with 100% positive parent feedback

o Expanded access for veterans and families through the
Road Home Program by updating the program’s guest
houses to ensure that each of the 20 rooms has the same
amenities and providing outreach resources that saw a 156%
increase in referrals and 60% increase in web engagement
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A Year of Achievements

In 2025, The Woman'’s Board of Rush University Medical Center and our supporters
brought important goals to life. None of this work would have been possible
without your generosity.

We fulfilled our ambitious $500,000 pledge to The Woman’s Board Endowed
Fund for Research and Clinical Trials at Rush, creating a permanent legacy that
advances patient care. This fund continues to grow, furthering innovations across
the continuum of care — from early-stage research to advanced clinical trials.

In addition, we awarded more than $600,000 in grants across Rush, empowering
clinicians and researchers to launch new projects that improve patient care. These
investments supported many departments at Rush as well as impactful programs
in surrounding communities. Each grant represents a shared commitment to better
health for the people Rush serves, and we are grateful for our long-standing
partnership. Thanks to your support, these vital programs continue to thrive.

Looking Ahead

We are excited to share that our upcoming Fall Benefit, The Queen’s Table, will
be held at Artifact Events on Friday, September 18. We hope you will join us for
an evening of modern royalty and playful elegance, featuring exceptional bites,
lively music and classic table games — all designed to spark connection.

The Queen’s Table will celebrate a vision of care extended to all, reflecting Rush’s
belief that everyone deserves a seat at the table of health and healing.

This year's accomplishments underscore what'’s possible when we work alongside
Rush to help deliver equitable, high-quality healthcare. While we are proud of these
achievements, our focus remains on what lies ahead. With your continued support,
we will help answer the question, “Who gets the chance to be healthy?” with a
resounding “Everyone.”

Thank you for partnering with us. Together, we are building a healthier, more
vibrant future for all.

Kate Peterson
President
The Woman’s Board of Rush University Medical Center

“Thanks to their generous

philanthropic support, The
Woman’s Board is shaping the
future of healthcare. At a time
when it’s increasingly challenging
to secure funding for bold ideas,
The Woman’s Board is laying the
groundwork for pioneering
research that makes tomorrow’s
breakthroughs possible. We are
grateful for their steadfast
commitment, which is transforming
the lives of patients, uplifting
students and strengthening

our community.”

Dr. Omar Lateef

President and CEO
Rush
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